By HERBERT TILLEY, F.IR.C.S. Miss D'A., aged 46, has suffered from " nasal catarrh" for thirty years. The usual appearances of atrophic rhinitis are obvious in the right nasal cavity. The septum is deflected to the left side. Possibly the conditions in the right nasal cavity are due to long-continued sinus suppuration in an abnormally patent nasal cavity.
[Since the above note was made, a chronic empyema of the right antrum has been drained.]
DISCUSSION.
Mr. TILLEY added that the opening into the sinus was obvious under cocaine. The case raised the question of the advisability, or otherwise, of correcting a deflected septum so as to allow less air to pass through the right nasal cavity, which was abnormally wide.
The PRESIDENT said he had thought of straightening the septum in these cases, as recommended by Dr. Mermod, of Lausanne, but he had not cared to urge a patient to have it done.
Dr. DAN MCKENZIE said that three years ago he bad a case with identical conditions-i.e., unilateral atrophic rhinitis in which the septum was markedly deviated. He operated on the septum, doing a submucous resection, and the result to the atrophic rhinitis was very satisfactory. Obviously there was some risk in the operation, because the septum became thinned as the result of the operation; and if the other side was made a little too patent there was the risk of leaving the patient with atrophic rhinitis on both sides, instead of on one.
A Patient in whom all' the Sinuses were Operated on some Nine Years Ago for Chronic Suppurative Sinusitis.
By HERBERT TILLEY, F.R.C.S.
Miss H., had suffered since an attack of enteric fever from a profuse purulent nasal discharge, general ill-health and headaches. All the sinuses were freely opened and drained, with the result that the suppuration was entirely cured, the headaches ceased and her health so improved that the patient has steadily and successfully followed her vocation as a nurse. The openings into each sphenoidal sinus are easily seen.
